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Convocation to elect new bishop

and other leaders to guide NALC
NALC Convocation is Aug. 11-12; Lutheran CORE Convocation is Aug. 9

Lutheran CORE - NALC Theological Conference is Aug. 10-11

The 2011 Convocation of the
North American Lutheran Church
will meet Thursday and Friday,
Aug. 11-12, at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church at Mill Run in
Hilliard, Ohio. 

Convocation delegates will elect
leaders for the NALC including a
new bishop and members of the
Executive Council and Court of
Adjudication. 

Four pastors have been
nominated to serve as the next
bishop of the NALC, the church
body’s chief pastor and
evangelist:  
+ the Rev. John F. Bradosky.
+ the Rev. James T. Lehmann. 
+ the Rev. Paul A. Schultz.  
+ the Rev. Dr. J. Larry Yoder.

Ten lay people and 16 pastors
have been nominated to serve on
the North American Lutheran
Church’s Executive Council. 

The Executive Council functions
as the board of directors for the
NALC, providing leadership for
the church body between
Convocations.

The Convocation will elect four
lay people and four clergy to
staggered terms of one to four
years.  Future terms will be
staggered so that one pastor and
one lay person will be elected at
each annual Convocation to four-
year terms.

The seven people who have
served the NALC for its first year
as provisional members of the
Court of Adjudication have been
nominated for election to regular
terms of from one to four years. 

Continued on Page 2

Upper Arlington Lutheran Church at Mill Run in Hilliard, Ohio, will host the
Convocations of the North American Lutheran Church and Lutheran CORE
and the Lutheran CORE-NALC Theological Conference.  The church also
houses the national offices of the NALC.
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Lutheran CORE and NALC Convocations
and Theological Conference are Aug. 9-12
Continued from Page 1

Lutheran CORE’s 2010
Convocation elected provisional
leaders to guide the NALC
through its first year and to
enable the congregations that
join the NALC to elect their own
leaders in 2011. 

Elections for all NALC positions
will take place at the 2011
Convocation. 

Congregations were asked to
submit nominations for the
positions. Additional nominations
may be made from the floor at
the Convocation for all positions.

Biographical information provided
by the nominees for bishop was
printed in the May NALC News. 
Information on Executive Council
nominees was in the June NALC
News. Both issues and additional
information are available online
at www.thenalc.org.

Convocation delegates will also
consider constitutional amend-
ments and the church body’s
2012 budget. 

The proposed amendments were
approved by the NALC Executive
Council. They are available
online at www.thenalc.org. They
also have been mailed to NALC
congregations.

Most of the amendments to the
constitution remove provisions
related to the first year of the
NALC’s life such as providing
leaders for the first year and

electing leaders to staggered
terms at the 2011 Convocation.

Amendments to the constitution
must be approved by a two-thirds
majority at the Convocation and
ratified by two-thirds of NALC
congregations.

Voting delegates for the NALC
Convocation — the annual
meeting of the NALC — include
lay people elected by their
congregations and all NALC
pastors. Each congregation is
entitled to at least one lay
delegate. Those who are not
delegates for the Convocation
are welcome to attend as visitors.

The $75 registration fee for the
Convocation includes supper on
Thursday and lunch on Friday.

The NALC Convocation is one of
three events that will take place
Aug. 9-12 at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church at Mill Run.

Lutheran CORE Convocation

Lutheran CORE’s 2011 Convo-
cation meets on Tuesday, Aug. 9.
The Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba,
Missions Director of the NALC,
will deliver the keynote address. 

The Convocation will elect
members of Lutheran CORE’s
Steering Committee and consider
constitutional amendments and a
budget for 2012. There also will
be two sessions of workshops for
congregational ministry and a
breakout session for
congregations in different

situations. The registration fee of
$50 includes lunch and supper. 

To vote at the Lutheran CORE
Convocation, individuals must be
enrolled as individual members of
Lutheran CORE. Visitors are
welcome to attend. Individuals
may join Lutheran CORE by
completing the membership form
at www.lutherancore.org or by
requesting a membership form
from the Lutheran CORE office
by calling 888-551-7254

Lutheran CORE - NALC
Theological Conference

“Salvation Today” is the theme of
the Aug. 10-11 Lutheran CORE -
NALC theological conference
Registration for the theological
conference is $95. 

Presentations for the theological
conference include: Professors
Robert Benne and Gerald
McDermott of Roanoke College
in Salem, Va.; President
Wakseyoum Idossa of the
Ethiopian Evangelical Church
Mekane Yesus; and the Rev. Dr.
Sarah Hinlicky Wilson of the
Institute for Ecumenical
Research in Strasbourg, France.

You may register online for any
or all of the events at
www.thenalc.org or you may call
888-551-7254 to request a
registration form. Registration
must be completed by July 29 to
enable planners to plan food for
all attendees. Those registering
after July 29 may have to go off
campus for meals.
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Nominees for Bishop - 4-year term

Nominees for Court of Adjudication

Executive Council - Lay 1-year term Court of Adjudication

J. Larry Yoder
Lincolnton, N.C.

Paul A. Schultz
Marysville, Ohio

John F. Bradosky
Centerville, Ohio

James T. Lehmann
Fithian, Ill.

Ralph Kempski
Aiken, S.C.

Jeffray Greene
Rantoul, Ill.

James Gale
Washington, D.C.

Jon Evans
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Caroline Nestingen
Dallas, Ore.

James L. Hanson
Hurricane, W.Va.

Ron Warren
Grove City, Ohio

Richard A. Ortt Sr.
Baltimore, Md.

James Winegardner
Millersport, Ohio

No Photo

Available

Richard F. Currey
Colorado Springs.
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Ex. Council - Lay 2-year term Ex. Council - Lay 4-year term

Nominees for Executive Council - Lay 3-year term

Nominees for Executive Council - Clergy 1-year term

Ryan M. Schwarz
Washington, D.C.

Carol H. Lattier
Bullard, Texas

Douglas Schrader
Crownsville, Md.

Frank C. Polkowski
East Amherst, N.Y.

Kay J. Weaver
Vale, N.C.

Johannes Olsen
Williamsville, N.Y.

John H. Burgess
Mansfield, Ohio

Roy A. Harrisville
Menonomie, Wis.

Victor C. Langford
Seattle, Wash.

Dieter W. Punt
Pontiac, Ill.

Kurt Borows Jr.
Oak Harbor, Ohio
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Nominees for Executive Council - Clergy 2-year term

Nominees for Executive Council - Clergy 3-year term

Nominees for Executive Council - Clergy 4-year term

Marshall Hahn
St. Olaf, Iowa

Sanford C. Mitchell
Ashland, Ohio

Randall Eisenbeisz
Hayti, S.D.

Judy M. Mattson
L’Anse, Mich.

N. Amanda Grimmer
Hatboro, Pa.

Donald Allman
Grove City, Ohio

Frezil Westerlund
Phillip, S.D.

Marty Ramey
Dallas, N.C.

Rebecca  Heber
Heathrow, Fla.

Nila G. Cogan
Friedens, Pa.

David W. Priem
Fredericksburg, Tex.

Patti Morlock
Thornville, Ohio

James T. Lehmann
Fithian, Illinois

Bradley J. Hales
Culpepper, Va.
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Joy in the midst of sorrow and
faithfulness in the midst of division
By Pastor John Bradosky
NALC General Secretary 

Every week, as I have the
privilege to speak in
congregations throughout the
North American Lutheran
Church, I encounter people who
share a common story of joy in
the midst of sorrow and of
faithfulness in the midst of
division. 

The launch and growth of the
North American Lutheran Church
has not been without personal
and corporate sacrifice. 

While we celebrate with joy
amazing renewal in
congregations and the maturing
faith of individuals, we do so in
the midst of grief and loss.  

Our movement forward is
anything but easy. It has divided
families, broken the bonds of
friendships, and produced a form
of persecution from within the
body of Christ. 

Two weeks ago a woman, in
tears, told me the story of her two
brothers — both pastors in the
ELCA — who refuse to engage
her in dialog about her concerns.
Their rejection has moved from
refusing to speak with her to
avoiding her altogether. Their
silence is perceived as rejection
and their anger as hatred. 

While she grieves the loss, she is
undeterred — reminding me that
the issues are so essential they

cannot be minimized by virtue of
her brothers’ rejection.  

The authority of the Scriptures,
the nature and mission of Christ
and His Church, redemption and
salvation, law and gospel, faith
and grace are fundamental to our
identity, shape our life together
and our mission in this world.

If you didn’t spend time with the
entire 10th chapter of Matthew in
preparing for the second Sunday
after Pentecost, I encourage you
to do so.  These words of Jesus
provide meaning and comfort for
our context. 

In preparing and empowering His
disciples for mission and ministry,
Jesus also prepares them for
persecution.  Instead of
reassuring them that following
Him would be easy, Jesus paints

a realistic picture of discipleship.
You will be betrayed by both
governors and the governed. 
Following Jesus may mean
division in families between
parents and children, between
spouses and among siblings.
There are times when the Gospel
brings division instead of peace. 

In a sermon for the Sunday after
Christmas, Martin Luther writes
about the confession of Anna
and Simeon. Giving thanks is a
matter of confession. When we
confess the grace we have
received, the goodness of the
One offering that grace and our
unworthiness, we properly give
thanks. Then he writes, “Beyond
this ‘confess’ also means to take
a stand concerning a thing; as
Christ says in Matthew 10,
whoever confesses me before
men, him will I confess before My
Father in heaven. But whoever
denies me before men, him will I
also deny before My Father in
heaven.”

Then Luther adds, when we
reject Christ’s teaching we reject
Him and His Father. “Christ is not
interested in having His person
and name greatly honored, rather
he wants His teaching to be
honored.” 

Faith and knowledge of Christ
cannot remain silent.  It testifies
to others. The light of Christ must
shine through our words and
deeds, impacting the lives of 

Continued on Page 7

Pastor John Bradosky
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Continued from Page 6

others.  Yet, we are sure to suffer
misfortune and persecution when
we open our mouths.  

Long before Luther, the early
Church fathers interpreted these
texts with similar meaning.
Jerome writes, “The whole world
is becoming divided against itself
for the sake of faith in Christ. A
necessary conflict has been sent
to break a peace that is evil.”
Augustine presents the
necessary conversation between
parents and children. “I will love
you in Christ, not instead of
Christ. You will be with me in Him
but I will not be with you without
Him!” 

The conflicts we face are as old
as the Gospel itself.  While it may
seem strange to us, it is not new. 
While it is a difficult adjustment,
Jesus teaches us to prepare for
it. 

Luther experienced the reality of
Christ’s teaching. In his
commentary on this text, Luther
writes, “If then my teaching has
such an effect in the world, as the
enemy himself confesses, what
could be better for me than
hearing these words? Is it not a
wonderful God who turns
Balaam’s malediction into a
benediction (Numbers 24), the
threats of my enemies into my
consolation, and their defiance
into my strength? Do you see
how well you have hit upon the
nature and work of the divine
Word, you precious dealer in
Holy Scripture?” 

There are many who want to use
the Scriptures to offend no one,
cause no disputes, and bring
their own form of peace. But

Jesus is telling us plainly in His
words it cannot and will not be
so! 

Rather than simply regretting our
circumstance and persevering,
Luther challenges us to see it as
a blessing. “The discord,

dissension, and disturbance
produced by God’s Word are
blessed events.  With them a true
faith begins and struggles against
false faith. Suffering and
persecution also begin again, as
does the true nature of the
Christian people.” 

Throughout Matthew 10, Jesus
reminds His disciples and us that
there are people who are
receptive to the Gospel.  There
are people who are waiting and
longing to hear it, to be comforted
and healed and to be united with
others bound by that same living
Word, Jesus Christ. He promises
that His followers will be
welcomed into homes and
blessed. Because Jesus has
gone before us, there will be
plenty of refreshment and joy
along the way.  If the One
watching over us knows every
sparrow that falls, how much
more does he care for us? 

We have every reason not to live
in fear but to push forward boldly
confessing Christ.  Together we
are!

Christ-Centered

Mission-Driven

Traditionally-Grounded

Congregationally-Focused

“The discord,

dissension, and

disturbance produced

by God’s Word 

are blessed events. 

With them a true faith

begins and struggles

against false faith.”

— Martin Luther
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Mission Planters
Conference

The NALC Mission Planters Conference in May exceeded
expectations in many ways. Conference planners were
hoping for about 25 leaders from NALC mission
congregations and had over 90 people attend. It was a
great time of learning and networking. 

The NALC has over 50 new mission congregations.  All of
them are planted and supported by NALC congregations. 

Presentations at the conference were made by Professor
James Nestingen; Bishop Paull Spring; the Rev. John
Bradosky, NALC General Secretary; the Rev. Dr.
Gemechis Buba, NALC Missions Director; the Rev. Dr.
Ron Warren; and a panel of leaders from mission
congregations.
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World Mission Prayer League
A Lutheran community in the mission of God

By Pastor Charles Lindquist
World Mission Prayer League Director

The World Mission Prayer League is a Lutheran
community in the mission of God. 

We pray. We send missionaries. We plant
churches and build hospitals and schools. And
everywhere we go, whatever else we may do, we
bend every effort to introduce men and women to
Jesus, the only Savior of the world. 

We have been at it for nearly 75 years. In 2012, we
mark our “diamond anniversary” year. 

A Word to Hear
The World Mission Prayer League was birthed in
the 1930s on the campus of a Bible School. The
Lutheran Bible Institute of Minneapolis provided just
the sort of chemistry that catalyzed our movement
and fuels it to this day — a sense of options and
opportunities, a commitment to the church and
God’s work in the world, a worldview that presumes
the reality of God and the practical possibility of
Christian vocation and, perhaps most of all, a
conscientious commitment to the Bible as the Word
of God. This last commitment, in fact, is the
fundamental motor that drives the rest.

It may be inevitable.  When individuals begin to see
the world in these ways — especially in company of
other individuals who share the perspective — the
missio Dei, the mission of God, will soon come into
view. 

This is what happened on the campus of the Bible
School. A little band of students and faculty came
together in the missio Dei. They heard the word as
the Word of God – and God’s Word enlisted them
in mission.

A Life to Live
Some of these students were missionary kids
from China, familiar with the dynamic legacy
of God’s wonderful work in the country:
Hudson Taylor and the China Inland Mission
(CIM); Norman Grubb and the World
Evangelization Crusade(WEC); Marie
Monsen, Daniel Nelson, John Lindell and
others — the company of American and
European Lutherans. And many more. 

The students were imbued with the practical
example of these pioneering missionary

 Continued on Page 10

John Ottesen, now retired, pioneered WMPL’s work in
Bangladesh.

Men’s ward at Christian Hospital, near Peshawar, Pakistan.
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Continued from Page 9

models. They learned warm piety from people like
Marie Monsen of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission
— this was faith as a life to live. They learned
expansive optimism from people like Grubb. They
learned a commitment to prayer and the call of “the
inlands” from people like Taylor. 

God was faithful for Monsen, Grubb and Taylor; the
students estimated that God would be faithful for
them, too.

A Church to Serve
The students resolved to offer themselves
for missionary service in the synods of the
Lutheran church — which they did. When
the church did not find room for them (they
were advised to “come back later” when the
budget would permit it), the students
organized on their own. They felt called to
create a Lutheran WEC or CIM, in
partnership with the church at home and in
outreach to the world.

Commitment to the church is still our high
priority. We believe that the mission of God
belongs to the people of God — or maybe,
more accurately, the people of God belong
to God’s mission. In our estimation, this
makes the congregation of believers the

fundamental unit of God’s mission in the
world. It is our goal to serve the church in
its mission around the world, as practical
partners, whenever and wherever possible.

A World to Win
In those earliest years, our student
founders focused especially on the work of
God in South America. Some of their
contemporaries felt that Central and South
America had been overlooked and under-
served since the great missionary
conference held in Edinburgh in 1910. The
students, apparently, concurred in this
assessment. By 1937 they were calling
themselves the South American Mission
Prayer League.

They dedicated themselves in particular to
prayer. Yet before long they were feeling some
urgency to go to the peoples and places they
prayed for. In 1937, one of their members
volunteered for service in South America. By now
the students were organizing. If the church was not
ready, they would serve the church by sending
missionaries on their own and fund the effort as
God provided. Early in the following year, John
Carlsen and Ernest Weinhardt landed in Bolivia. 

Continued on Page 11

Neeraj and Nijhar Ekka with colleagues at the Navin Doman
Theological School, in Ranchi, north India.

World Mission Prayer League workers with friends and colleagues
in north India.
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Continued from Page 10

Since then, the South American Mission Prayer
League has become the World Mission Prayer
League — and has sent many, many hundreds of
missionaries into dozens of countries around the
world. 

We are at work today in 20 countries — from the
grasslands of Mongolia to the jungles of Bolivia,
from Nairobi to Kathmandu, and many points
between. We have told the Good News, planted 
Christian churches, staffed seminaries, operated
clinics, run development programs, built buildings,
taught English, made friends. We have invested
many millions of dollars. Our prayers through the
years have numbered millions more. 

A Promise to Lean On
Seventy-five years ago, our founders hoped to
create a Lutheran version of the “faith mission”
model they found in Hudson Taylor and the CIM.
Basic to the model was a simple spiritual insight — 
God is faithful; His promises are trustworthy; and
where God sends, He will surely provide. 

In all the years since, we have structured our
ministry on this formative hypothesis — we can
trust God to provide. We have refrained from the
direct solicitation of funds. We refrain from high-
powered recruitment. We don’t refuse donations
when offered, certainly — but we do not ask for
them either, nor do we look to a budget to tell us

what we cannot do. Instead, we lay our hopes,
concerns, and needs before the Lord in prayer —
and covenant together to wait for his guidance and
provision. 

Promises are good. But you can only discover how
sturdy they are when you lean on them a little. 

Our 75th Anniversary Year
Next year we mark the anniversary of John and
Ernest’s arrival in La Paz. Yet in many ways, our
story is much older. In 1972, we merged with the
American Board of the Santal Mission, founded in
Minneapolis in 1891. We inherited a dynamic
ministry among the Santal people of the Indian
subcontinent. Our LAMB Medical Project in
Bangladesh is an inheritance from that earlier
effort.

But the story is even older. Whenever the Church of
Jesus Christ has heard the Word of God through
the centuries, it has been summoned into mission.
We stand in continuity with a way of life and
Christian ministry that dates to the first century. And
when you hear the call and respond in trusting
obedience, you stand in continuity, too.

Pastor Charles Lindquist is Director of the World
Mission Prayer League at its international
headquarters in Minneapolis. The Prayer League
has offices as well in Los Angeles, Seattle,
Gettysburg, and Camrose, Alberta.

Luke and Ruth Schroeder and family, in the southern
Philippines.

Chuck and Cindy Lindquist with the leadership of the
Interamerican Bilingual School in Cuenca, Ecuador.
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Peace Lutheran Church
Split Rock, Wisconsin

Peace Lutheran Church was founded as a
Lutheran church in 1890. Later, we became
a member of the American Lutheran
Church and subsequently of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Earlier this year, and after much
deliberation and prayer, we overwhelmingly
voted to become a member of the North
American Lutheran Church.

We are a rural church, with 55 percent of
members living within three miles of the
church proper, and 45 percent living more
than three miles away.

The church property abuts State Highway
45, a major north-south corridor through
central Wisconsin.

Church History

In 1880, Split Rock, Wis., was a well-
established community along a busy
railroad line, with the majority of its
residents of German descent. It was named
Split Rock because of a nearby natural
landmark — a very large, above-ground
piece of granite that is indeed split.  

Worship services were conducted by circuit
missionaries in private homes as travel
conditions allowed, but the Lutherans in the
community wanted to belong to a
congregation and have a dedicated house
of worship.

On Sept. 23, 1888, a group of 16 people,
under the direction of a minister, formed a
congregation.
 
On March 3, 1890, Peace Lutheran Church
was incorporated under the name
“Evangelisch Lutherishe Friedens
Germeide” of the Town of Fairbanks,
Shawano County, State of Wisconsin.

In 1890 — the same year the congregation was
incorporated — the original church was built. It was a 20-
foot by 30-foot log building, with hand-made wooden altar
and benches. Heat was provided by a long flat-topped
stove, set on a bed of sand in the middle of the church. 

Worshipers customarily walked the railroad tracks to attend
church. The original pews from this church are still in good
condition and are currently being used in the balcony of the
existing church. Two of the logs from the original church
were later located and fabricated into a cross that now
stands in the current cemetery.

The cornerstone of the current, brick church building was
laid on Nov. 11, 1917. There have been only two major
structural modifications since then:

+ In 1946, the steeple was struck by lightning and was
subsequently removed.

+ In 1990, an addition was added to the front of the church.
It provided two major improvements:   An elevator to the
sanctuary and the installation of indoor plumbing. 

Continued on Page 13
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Continued from Page 12

Before the addition was built, water was pumped with an
outdoor hand pump and the bathroom facilities were
“His” and “Hers” outhouses, located behind the church
— neither of which were used much during the cold
winter months. 

The elevator, as an alternative to approximately 15
steps, gives physically challenged members and guests
easier access to the sanctuary and allows them to
continue to worship with the congregation.

Peace has had a long-standing relationship with Zion
Lutheran Church in Caroline Wis., a small community
approximately 10 miles to the east.  With the exceptions
of four years in the early 1900s, and seven years around
1960, Peace has been aligned with Zion, and we remain
sister churches today.

Peace Lutheran Church Today

Today, you may have a hard time locating Split Rock
because it does not have its own zip code. It is an
unincorporated community within the Township of
Fairbanks in Shawano County, and its residents have a
Tigerton address. Tigerton’s population in the 2010
census is 715.

The old railroad bed has been remade into the Wiowash
Recreation Trail and the namesake split rock can still be
seen just a short hike south of the community on this
trail. 

Members are still predominantly caucasian and
of German descent. In fact, worship services at
Peace were in the German language until
1948.

The majority of members are middle-aged or
retired. Our average Sunday attendance is
around 35. In 2010, Peace had 155 baptized
members and 136 confirmed members.

While our total membership has remained
stable, we have not had a Sunday School for
children for the past few years. This has been
a difficult reality to accept as the presence of
children brings so much energy and hope to
our midst, and that has truly been missed.

Our recent traditions:

+ Annual soup supper and raffle: members
make and serve a variety of delicious, hot,
home-made soups in the middle of our cold
winter as a fund-raiser. This event continues to
be popular within the community and offers not
only a taste of great cooking skills, but also a
social event.

+ Pie stand: every three years or so, members
make and sell delicious home-made pies at the
annual Tigerton Lumberjack Days village
celebration as a fund raiser. Once again the
cooking skills of church members are
showcased.

+ Annual Spring clean-up: members gather
together at the church on one day in Spring,
and spend the day maintaining and cleaning
the church, church grounds and cemetery.

Even though we are a pretty traditional church,
Peace has a website — http://peacesplitrock.org
— and a Facebook page. Come visit us! 

These articles are part of a series of profiles of
NALC congregations. All NALC congregations
are encouraged to send a profile introducing
their congregation to others in the NALC.
Please share whatever you’d like others to
know about your congregation, your area, and
especially your mission. Send the article and a
few photos to news@thenalc. 
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Zion Lutheran Church
Caroline, Wisconsin

Zion Lutheran Church is a beautiful church located in
Caroline, Wis.  We have a long and proud tradition of
being a friendly, small-town-based congregation
committed to living God’s Word in the community.  As
a church we are committed to faithful worship of God
and to faithful service, in the name of Jesus Christ, to
the world that He loves. 

As a Lutheran church, we strive to conform to the
Word of God in doctrine and practice through grace
alone, Scripture alone and faith alone. We offer
Christ-centered worship through traditional liturgy, rich
hymnody and the proclamation of Christ Jesus
crucified for the forgiveness of sins. 

We are also a “confessional” congregation, holding to
the Lutheran Confessions as the correct interpretation
and presentation of Biblical doctrine. Contained in the
Book of Concord, these statements of belief were put
into writing by church leaders in the 16th century. The
simplest of these is Luther's Small Catechism and the
Augsburg Confession gives more detail on what we as
Lutherans believe. 

Zion Lutheran Church has a rich German heritage. 
The first settlers to come to the Caroline area brought
with them a strong desire to establish a means by
which they could continue to worship in the faith of
their fathers. In 1883, a group of 24 families drew up a
constitution and decided on the name of Zion
Lutheran Church.  In 1885, land was purchased for

the purpose of building a church and cemetery
grounds and the new church was built and dedicated
that same year.

Regular English services were introduced in 1925 and
held on the last Sunday of each month.  In 1944, the
congregation applied to the American Lutheran
Church for synodical affiliation, and, in 1953. the
present church building was dedicated.

The German worship services were discontinued in
1956. A new narthex addition that makes our church
handicap accessible was dedicated on Palm Sunday
in 2002.  In 2008, we celebrated the 125th anniversary
of our church. 

In September 2009 Pastor Craig Nehring accepted
the call and is serving our two-point parish with Peace
Lutheran Church in Split Rock, Wis. Pastor Craig was
born and raised in Wisconsin, is a graduate of Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn. Pastor Craig and his wife
Wendy are hockey fans. Pastor Craig is continuing his
education and is currently enrolled in a Masters of
Theology program with the Institute of Lutheran
Theology.

Christian education has something for everyone and
starts with an active Sunday school program that
serves four year olds to eighth grade.  We strive to 

Continued on Page 15
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Continued from Page 14

teach and emphasize the Biblical story in our classes
through class work, songs and out-reach. We also
work the Heifer Project each year.  

Education continues with confirmation classes.  This
year our confirmation program is using Free to Be by
Gerhard Forde & James Nestingen. This year several
youth from Zion attended Faith Quake, an event for
youth to grow in their relationship to Christ through
daily prayer, Bible reading, and ministry.  It was such
a positive experience that plans are for this to be an
annual event for our youth!

Adult catechism study, lead by Pastor Craig, is offered
throughout the year. We mirror the confirmation
program with studying the Bible, church history and
the Book of Concord. Our Adult Bible Study, lead by
Pastor Craig, recently completed the books of
Galatians and Exodus.  Next on the schedule is a
study of Revelation.

Our choir is comprised of adults that have a desire to
sing and use their gift to enrich our worship service
when they sing. Occasionally Pastor Craig will treat us
to special music he provides with his guitar. The
Sunday school students also bring their excitement to
services with special music.  

Each July, Zion and Peace host an outdoor worship
service that is held in the baseball park in Zion’s
backyard. The day begins with the outdoor service
followed by a dish-to-share meal where the tables are
filled with delicious homemade goodies. The Caroline
Community Development Corporation (CCDC)
sponsors activities at the park that include the

Baseball Hall of Fame presentations. The day
concludes with the Caroline Cougars playing a
baseball game in the afternoon. We worship together
and we play together.  

We support the MAMA’s House of Hope resale shop
and food pantry with donations of food and time.  

The Caroline Colorama is a community event that is
hosted by the Lions Club International and members
of our church participate in activities sponsored by our
church and the many activities that take place
throughout the community. 

We are happy to support Pine Manor Health Care
Center with visits and gifts for the residents at
Christmas time and Homme Home in Wittenberg.   

Members of Zion participate in an active prayer chain
that demonstrates support for each other — and
brings requests before our gracious God. “Prayer is
not overcoming God’s reluctance, but laying hold of
His willingness” — Martin Luther.

Time of fellowship throughout the year includes a
soup supper, Lenten meals, Easter breakfast, and
fellowship Sundays in the narthex before and after
Sunday church services.  And then when we need to
say goodbye for now to our loved ones, the church
members serve lunch in the church basement.  Zion
has a strong history of baking meals and pies that
helped support the building fund.  Although the pie
room is now converted into the Sunday school storage
room, the recipes still exist and the cooks continue to
prepare and share the delicacies. During the winter
months you will find the team playing a dart ball game
in the local “friendly” church league. 

As we begin this new journey as a NALC church and
are blessed with a renewal we are exploring several
outreach projects.  

As a congregation we are choosing which ministries to
support for our benevolence giving.  This is a new joy
for us as we have the decision freedom to support
ministries of our choosing.  

Two endowment funds are being established to
consolidate, manage and use bequests and other
donations in a responsible manner.  The Mission
Endowment Fund, thanks to the generous
considerations of members past and present, provides

Continued on Page 17
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“Personal Evangelism”
In Pursuit of the Great Commission

By Pastor Don Brandt

In the Spring 2011, issue of Seeds for the Parish, Paul
Lutter wrote of a conversation he had with a friend
who had no connection with the church.  She knew
very little about Jesus, and Paul had the opportunity to
read with her the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the
Gospel of Luke. 

“Halfway through the story, reflecting on what she was
hearing, my friend said, ‘God would never run across
the field to meet me or welcome me home,’” he wrote.
He asked her why. “Because I have sinned way too
much.”  She added, “God can’t get across the field
with all that debris lying around.”  

What a fascinating reminder of the opportunities we
have when it comes to introducing God’s grace to
those outside the Body of Christ.

One of the readers of Lutheran CORE Connection,
Pastor Thomas J. Beam, sent me something he wrote
on the subject of personal evangelism.  He bemoaned
the fact that we Lutherans too often “have forgotten
how to do evangelism and have been far too content
to stay in our church circles.”

Pastor Beam also cautions us not to confuse personal
evangelism with congregational growth.  “Growth and
evangelical fervor are not necessarily linked. 
Evangelism is an important responsibility of the
church and its people regardless of church
attendance.”  He then referenced the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20), Romans 3:23 and
6:23, and 1 Corinthians 9 as Scriptural reminders of
the calling we all share (clergy and laity alike) to be
personal witnesses to Christ’s love.

Pastor Beam also included examples of how individual
Christians have sometimes witnessed to their faith. 
He reminds us that, “in order to do evangelism . . . we
must break out into the world from the catacombs of
modern religious molds.  Each person must interact
with others where they live.” 

Toward the end of his article he writes, “Pray . . .
imagine, and pray again for guidance.  Then step out
in witness. . . . That is the starting point of evangelism! 

Start with what you know . . . and move toward the
divine knowledge that the Spirit will give.  On this the
Church of Christ across the ages has endured and
grown.”

My thanks to Thomas Beam for sharing his thoughts. 
This topic of personal evangelism reminds me of the
joke about what you get when you cross a Lutheran
with a Jehovah’s Witness: Someone who stands at
your front door and doesn’t say anything.

So how can pastors and congregational leaders
inspire and motivate their members to witness? Since
this column is devoted to congregational evangelism,
what about ideas on how a congregation can increase
the odds that a significant percentage of its members
will become witnesses to unchurched friends,
neighbors, and/or co-workers?

Obviously we want to avoid any formula or seven-
point technique for effective witnessing.  Remember
the “Four Spiritual Laws” published by Campus
Crusade for Christ and widely used back in the
1970s?  I was on the receiving end of that particular
evangelism strategy on my college campus.  She was
a friend of a friend, and even though I appreciated her
caring enough to share this small pamphlet with me, I
was not at all impressed with the content of her
evangelism tract.  

Central to personal evangelism must be the
recognition that there is no one formula for “success.” 
Effective witnessing, when possible, needs to be
personal. This means that, more often than not, it is
most effective in the context of a relationship —
someone we know on a first-name basis.  

This also means — by implication — that witnessing
includes active listening, not just talking.  (Though I do
believe every Christian should have figured out his/her
personal “faith story”; i.e., either “What Jesus means
to me,” or “The difference faith makes in my life.”)

But back to motivating our members to witness.  Two
points:

Continued on Page 17
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Continued from Page 16

First, most Lutherans are seriously impaired when it
comes to verbally sharing their faith.  Deal with it. 
This means that there is no one course or sermon
series that will suddenly motivate and inspire the
majority of your members to witness.

Second, the best single strategy (if there is such a
thing) for your congregation to be instrumental in
bringing people to faith is your collective witness as a
faith community.  This means that ultimately, your
members need to be motivated to invite as much as to
witness.  In fact, some who will never have the
courage to verbally witness can be motivated to
extend an invitation. However, for an emphasis on
invitation to result in new Christians depends, at least
in part, on the following:

+ Your worship celebrations need to strive for
excellence.  This means not only relevant and
meaningful sermons, but inspiring and participatory
music.  And if you’re a smaller congregation, don’t try
to accomplish (through music or multi-media) what
only a much larger congregation can do well.  Be
authentic to who you are as a faith community; don’t
try to be some other, much larger church.

+ You will need the kind of Sunday-morning hospitality
that will give visitors (including those brought by
members) a sense of God’s presence and love. 
That’s right: Hospitality, as much as worship service
content, will be a crucial factor in determining whether
a visitor returns.
  
+ You will need occasional events and special
Sundays where you have put extra effort into
preparing for visitors, and when you have encouraged
members to bring friends.  Without these special
occasions, it is too easy for members to not take
seriously the importance of personally inviting friends. 
Examples include “Compassion Sundays” where
worship is followed by hands-on community-service
projects, “Bring-a-friend Sundays” (maybe don’t call it
that), and making a special effort when it comes to
holiday services like Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. 
(Don’t forget Grandparent’s Day!)

Here’s the bottom line: For most members (especially
life-long Lutherans) it is easier to motivate them to
invite than to verbally witness.  However, they need to
be excited about what’s going on in the life of your
congregation.

Bill Hybels is fond of saying (in so many words) that
when a local church is well-led, it represents the single
most effective tool for the proclamation of the Gospel. 
Some of you might be thinking this invitation strategy
is “taking the easy way out.”  But this isn’t about
inviting instead of witnessing; both are a necessary
part of our calling.  This is about recognizing that the
collective witness of a healthy and well-led faith
community is often even more effective than the
isolated witness of an individual.  

This article is part of a series on the theme “Pursuing
Great Commission Evangelism in Your Congregation.” 
This monthly column lifts up Great Commission
evangelism as one of the top priorities for Lutheran
CORE and the North American Lutheran Church.
Pastors and lay leaders are encouraged to contribute
articles to this column. Pastor Don Brandt of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore., is
coordinating this monthly column. You may reach him
at DonB@oursaviorssalem.org.

Zion Lutheran Church

Continued from Page 15

an important source of funding for Zion’s ministries. 
The Theological Student Endowment Fund, thanks to
the generous contribution from a past member, is
used for a parishioner of the church and is applied to
theology school costs.

And a new Outreach Committee is being established
that will develop and, along with our members, make
possible ways to extend the ministry of our church into
the community and fulfill our mission that God has
called us to do.

At the close of the children’s sermon Pastor Craig is
teaching the doxology, and it sums up the spirit at
Zion:

Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Come join us in worshiping the risen Lord!  
Not just a church, a family.

Find out more about Zion at www.zioncaroline.org.



N A L C   N e w s 18 J u l y   2 0 1 1

NALC reaches 100,000-member milestone
NALC is now among largest third of Lutheran church bodies worldwide

The North American Lutheran Church has reached
the significant milestone of 100,000 members. The
NALC passed the 100,000-member mark in June —
two months before its first anniversary.

The NALC is now among the largest third of
Lutheran church bodies in the world. The Lutheran
World Federation has 145 member churches in 79
countries. The NALC is already larger than 96 of
those church bodies.

The NALC is also the fifth largest Lutheran church
body in the United States. The church body has
been experiencing rapid growth since it was
constituted Aug. 27, 2010. Since the NALC was
constituted, more Lutheran congregations have
joined the NALC than any other Lutheran church
body in the United States. The NALC reached the
100-congregation milestone in January and the 200-
church milestone in May.

The Executive Council has formally received 212
member congregations during the NALC’s first ten
months of existence. At least 23 additional
congregations have passed resolutions indicating
their intention to join the NALC upon completion of
their departure from their current church body. 

Lutheran Church Bodies in North America
Conservative Lutheran Association  994
The Protestant Conference (Lutheran)   1,000
Lutheran Churches of the Reformation  1,300
Apostolic Lutheran Church of America   6,000
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad    8,000
Church of the Lutheran Confession 8,108
Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America 8,860
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 19,848
Association of Free Lutheran Congregations   44,500
Lutheran Church — Canada  51,650
North American Lutheran Church 100,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada   148,863
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 310,495
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod  389,545
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod  2,400,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America   4,543,037

Statistics — other than those for the NALC and LCMC — are from a

Feb. 14, 2011, report by the Lutheran World Federation.

Membership of the Church Bodies

in the Lutheran World Federation
2010 LWF statistics as reported Feb. 14, 2011

Europe
Lutheran Church in Great Britain   2,745
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Baden (Germany)    3,200
Evangelical Church in the Republic of Croatia    3,329
Fed. of Ev. Luth. Chs. in Switzerland & Liechtenstein    6,890
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Italy   7,000
Malagasy Protestant Church in France    10,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church of France    10,400
Ev. Church of the Augsburg Confession in Romania   13,271
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia   15,000
Silesian Ev. Church of the Augsburg Confession  15,572
Ev. Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovenia  20,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania   20,000
The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Norway  21,848
Latvian Evangelical Luth. Church Abroad (Germany) 25,020
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Romania   30,720
Church of Lippe (Lutheran Sect ion) (Germany)   31,000
Slovak Ev. Church of Augsburg Confession in Serbia   49,000
Ev. Lutheran Church of Schaumburg-Lippe (Germany)    57,870
Ev. Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland  75,000
Evangelical Luth. Church in Russia and Other States   76,000
Evangelical Church of Pomerania (Germany)   94,119
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren   115,000
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church   172,000
Evangelical Luth. Church of Mecklenburg (Germany)  196,272
Union of Protestant Churches of Alsace and Lorraine   210,000
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary   213,125
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland  251,487
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia   250,000
Ev. Church of Augsburg Confession in Austria   311,548
Ev. Ch. of the Augsburg Confession in Slovak Rep.   372,858
Evangelical Luth. Church in Brunswick (Germany)    386,400
Evangelical Luth. Church in Oldenburg (Germany)   446,899
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony (Germany)  784,706
Evangelical Church in Central Germany   858,453
North Elbian Evangelical Luth. Church (Germany)     2,019,243
Protestant Church in the Netherlands   2,096,774
Ev. Luth. Church in Württemberg (Germany)     2,237,461
Evangelical Luth. Church in Bavaria (Germany)    2,600,000
Evangelical Luth. Church of Hanover (Germany)   2,899,432
Church of Norway     3,992,295
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland 4,387,085
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark 4,479,214
Church of Sweden   6,700,792
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Africa
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Congo  1,828
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia  2,210
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone   3,150
The Lutheran Church of Senegal   4,053
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Cape)  4,347
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia   5,100
Evangelical Luth. Church in Southern Africa (Natal-T)   10,016
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Eritrea   11,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique   12,606
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Botswana  18,650
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana  27,521
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Angola   40,000
Lutheran Church of Rwanda 40,000
Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church   44,000
Moravian Church in South Africa  50,000
Ev. Luth. Church of the Central African Republic   55,000
Lutheran Church in Liberia   71,196
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi  80,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya   100,000
Church of the Lutheran Brethren of Cameroon  105,994
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Congo  136,000
The Lutheran Church of Nigeria   142,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe  210,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cameroon   253,000
Evangelical Luth. Church in the Republic of Namibia  420,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa   580,000
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia  703,893
The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria  1,900,000
Malagasy Lutheran Church (Madagascar)   3,000,000
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus   5,576,156
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania  5,601,271

North America and South America
Peruvian Lutheran Evangelical Church  1,300
Lutheran Costa Rican Church   1,387
Christian Lutheran Church of Honduras   1,500
Mexican Lutheran Church    1,500
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia   1,519
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Venezuela   1,950
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile    3,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Suriname    4,000
Nicaraguan Lutheran Church of Faith and Hope   7,050
Lutheran Church in Chile 10,280
United Evangelical Lutheran Church (Argentina)   11,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guyana    13,000
Salvadoran Lutheran Church (El Salvador)   20,000
Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran Church  22,000
Evangelical Church of the River Plate (Argentina)    27,500
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada   148,863
Evangelical Church of the Luth. Confession in Brazil   717,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America   4,543,037

Asia & Pacific Islands
Nepal Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church   941
Lutheran Church of Myanmar   1,620
The Lutheran Church of Taiwan (Republic of China)  1,827
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Myanmar (Bethlehem) 1,900
Myanmar Lutheran Church   2,150
Hong Kong and Macau Lutheran Church   2,183
Japan Lutheran Church 2,723
Kinki Evangelical Lutheran Church   2,732
Lutheran Church in Singapore    2,834
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and Holy Land     3,000
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand   3,404
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia  4,050
Bangladesh Lutheran Church   5,050
Lutheran Church in Korea   5,091
Lanka Lutheran Church (Sri Lanka)   5,324
Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore   8,453
Tsung Tsin Mission of Hong Kong    9,947
Bangladesh Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church   10,000
The United Protestant Church (Indonesia) 12,000
The Chinese Rhenish Church Hong Kong Synod  14,000
Good Shepherd Evangelical Church (India)  15,400
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong   15,800
Evangelical Luth. Church in Madhya Pradesh (India)   17,500
Lutheran Church in the Philippines   18,000
Christian Communion of Indonesia Church in Nias   18,223
Taiwan Lutheran Church  18,408
Batak Christian Community Church (Indonesia)  20,000
The Mara Evangelical Church (Myamar) 21,573
Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church   21,990
Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church   23,000
Evangelical Luth. Church in Himalayan States (India)  24,750
Christian Protestant Angkola Church (Indonesia)   27,810
The Protestant Church in Sabah  32,000
Pakpak Dairi Christian Protestant Church (Indonesia) 36,797
Protestant Christian Church in Mentawai (Indonesia)  38,907
The Arcot  Lutheran Church (India)  40,000
South Andhra Lutheran Church (India)  45,500
Basel Christ ian Church of Malaysia   59,500
Lutheran Church of Australia  70,000
India Evangelical Lutheran Church  80,000
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church (India)  85,000
The Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church (India)   108,250
North Western Gossner Ev. Luth. Church (India)  118,283
Gutnius Lutheran Church – Papua New Guinea    149,455
Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church (India)   150,000
Simalungun Protestant Christian Church (Indonesia)  211,383
The Indonesian Christian Church (Indonesia)   355,000
Christian Protestant Church in Indonesia  359,755
The Protestant Christian Church (Indonesia)   360,956
Gossner Ev. Luth. Ch. in Chotanagpur, Assam (India)   400,503
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church (India)   800,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea    900,000
Protestant Christian Batak Church (Indonesia)  4,178,256
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